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Question 11: Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck 
 

 
 
  



Question 11(a) 
 
Candidate A 
 

 

 

  



Candidate A cont. 
 
Commentary 
 
The answer is focused on Candy, but lacks development.  A basic and 

limited account of Candy’s character and role reflects some simple 

knowledge and understanding. It offers a little discussion of his 

relationships with the other men on the ranch. Some personal engagement is 

implicit in the answer, for example ‘he started to cry quietly’ at the end of the 

answer. 

 
Mark: Level 1, 4  
 
  



Question 11(a) 
 
Candidate B 
 

 
 
  



Candidate B cont. 
 

 



Candidate B cont. 
 

 



Candidate B cont. 
 

 
 
Commentary 
 
This is a thorough answer in its consideration of the character of Candy and 

his role. The candidate makes clear points related to knowledge of the texts 

and explains them with confidence e.g. ‘This shows the reader a level of 

exclusion he has compared to other workmen.’ There are references to 

Steinbeck’s literary techniques in his creation of Candy, such as 

foreshadowing, though development of these varies. The answer sustains 

relevance and therefore meets Level 4 criteria. 

 
Mark: Level 4, 21 
 



Question 11(b) 
 
Candidate C 
 

 
  



Candidate C cont. 
 

 
 
Commentary 
 
The answer writes about the novel’s setting using some knowledge and 

understanding. It makes reference to The Great Depression and considers the 

importance of the barn in showing Curley’s wife’s loneliness and the 

importance of having a place of one’s own to the dreams of Lennie and 

George. The last paragraph is focused on the loss of the dream and is only 

partially relevant to the idea of setting.  

Mark: Level 2, 8 
  



Question 11(b) 
 
Candidate D 
 

 



Candidate D cont. 
 

 
  



Candidate D cont. 
 

 
  



Candidate D cont. 
 

 
 
Commentary 
 
The answer is sound in its consideration of different settings, relating these 

to the novel’s themes and characters with secure knowledge and 

understanding.  The question tends to focus on imagery rather than setting 

and there are examples where expression obscures meaning. On the whole, 

however, textual support is well integrated and apposite in application e.g. 

reference to the ‘rattling of the halter chains’. A sense of argument is 

developed and there is a personal interpretation in the points chosen, such as 

the paragraph relating to Curley’s wife blocking out the light. However, links 

are only partially made and the reader has to work quite hard to decipher 

meaning. Although knocking on the door of Level 4, the answer only 

achieves the top of Level 3 as it is insufficiently clear to be thorough. 

 
Mark: Level 3, 18 


