Level 1 /2 Certificate in English Literature
KETO 01

Exemplars for Of Mice and Men



Candidate A : Q11b — Of Mice and Men
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Commentary and mark:

This answer on the importance of work in the novel offers assured knowledge conveyed with maturity and
perception. There is effective and sophisticated reference to theme and character with fully relevant examples used
for support. There is originality of interpretation in points such as that in which Lennie is described as too childlike to
fit into the world of work.

Mark: 28



Candidate B: Q11 — Of Mice and Men
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Commentary and mark:

This answer is undeveloped in terms of length but does make some effective points on the theme of work in the
novel. Some relevant comments related to theme and characters demonstrate engagement with the text but there
is a tendency for points to become somewhat circuitous. The candidate has attempted to use knowledge of other
themes such as loneliness and the dreams to apply to this question with partial success.

Mark: 11



Candidate C: Q11b — Of Mice and Men
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Commentary and mark:

The answer features limited knowledge and understanding but there are several comments on the theme of work,
based around characters that just tip this answer into Level 2. Textual reference is evident in comments such as
when Lennie is referred to as ‘strong as a bull’ and there is some appreciation of Steinbeck’s craft.

Mark: 7



Candidate D: Q11a — Of Mice and Men
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Commentary and mark:

This is a thorough response that sustains engagement with the text, integrating key quotations and references
concerning Slim — ‘godlike eyes’ and ‘words were law’. Engagement with both text and question are sustained
effectively and there is some sensitivity in analysis such as in the references to the incident with Candy’s dog. His
function in the novel and his character are considered appropriately.

Mark: 21



