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Included in this pack:  

• Question from Summer 2012 paper 
• Marked scripts with the mark and band  
• Examiner commentary and mark scheme  
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EITHER 
 
(a) Show how the characters of Candy and Crooks are presented in this novel. 
 
OR 
 
(b) Explore the importance of friendship in Of Mice and Men. 
 
(Total for Question 11 = 30 marks) 
 
Candidate A response to part (a)  
16 marks  
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Examiner summary:   
The answer engages with the question and characters on a personal level 
and develops a response that deals soundly with the writer’s craft.  An 
example of this is the exploration of the word ‘just’ when considering the 
treatment of Crooks.  Details are used well and each paragraph focuses on 
the characters. Some points are recycled but there are some well-integrated 
quotations and engagement is sound. A clear balance between the two 
characters is evident in the response. 
 
Level this response achieves in the mark scheme:  
 
Level Mark A01/A02/AO4  
Level 

3 
13-
18 

• Sound knowledge and understanding of the text evident in the 
response 

• Comments about the writer’s use of characterisation/theme/plot/setting 
for literary effect show sound appreciation of the writer’s craft 

• Engagement with the text is sound, examples used are clearly relevant  
• Where response requires consideration of two or more features, a clear 

balance is evident 
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Candidate B response to part(a)  
7 marks  
 

 



Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck 

 

 

 
 



Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck 

 

 

Examiner summary:   
The answer demonstrates a partial engagement with the text. The 
introduction lacks relevance to the question and the overall approach is 
general and lacking development but there is some knowledge and 
understanding. Some points are repeated and engagement with the text is 
only partially relevant.  The answer does enough to reach the bottom of Level 
2. 
 
Level this response achieves in the mark scheme:  
 
Level Mark A01/A02/AO4  
Level 

2 
7-12 • Some knowledge and understanding of the text evident in the response 

• Comments about the writer’s use of characterisation/theme/plot/setting 
for literary effect show some appreciation of the writer’s craft 

• Engagement with the text is basic, examples used are of partial 
relevance 

• Where response requires consideration of two or more features, partial 
balance is evident 
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Candidate A response to part (b)  
3 marks  
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Examiner summary:  
 
This is a limited response which relies heavily on narrative and 
demonstrates some misunderstanding.  Some useful information is selected 
as part of the narrative approach but this is of limited relevance.   
 
Level this response achieves in the mark scheme:  
 
Level Mark A01/A02/AO4  
Level 

1 
1-6 • Limited knowledge and understanding of the text evident in the 

response 
• Comments about the writer’s use of characterisation/theme/plot/setting 

for literary effect show limited appreciation of the writer’s craft 
• Engagement with the text is basic, examples used are of limited 

relevance 
• Where response requires consideration of two or more features, limited 

balance is evident 
 


