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English Literature, Paper 1
Question 11: Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck

Of Mice and Men - John Steinbeck
11 EITHER

(a) ‘Steinbeck presents Curley and Curley's wife as the source of most of the trouble
on the ranch.

How far do you agree with this view?

OR

(b) In what ways does Steinbeck explore the theme of disability in this novel?

The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with a set of
exemplars with commentaries.
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Exemplar A: Question 11(a)
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The answer focuses on Curley and his wife. There is some
knowledge and understanding, with points made broadly linked
to the detail of the novel. Evidence of personal engagement is
present on page 2. The answer reaches a conclusion that
answers the question but lacks overall development and

exploration. Level 2.
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Exemplar B: Question 11(a)
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This is a sound response that tries to get to the heart of the
arguments. Quotation is well-selected and appropriately applied
to points made. Discussion is clear and focused with a sense of

personal engagement. Level 3.
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Exemplar C: Question 11(b)
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Mark | Commentary

18 In dealing with the theme of disability the answer covers a good
deal of ground, including Crooks, Candy and Curley’s wife in its
discussion. The answer is very sound, reaching Level 3 in its
knowledge and understanding.
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