Of Mice and Men possible topics and characters
As you can see from the pattern below, characters in particular may be used again so revise thoroughly to ensure success!

	Exam series
	Character
	Theme

	This summer??
(some question focuses yet to appear on the paper...)
	George and/or Lennie
Carlson (+one other?)
animals? =>
	dreams / hopes
the title of the novel
tragedy / pessimism 

	Jan ‘15
	Crooks + one other
	power

	Jun ‘14
	Curley and Curley’s wife
	disability

	Jan ‘14
	Candy
	different settings for themes

	Jun ‘13
	Slim
	importance of work

	Jan ‘13
	Curley’s wife + one other
	enduring themes since 1937

	Jun ‘12
	Candy and Crooks
	friendship



The big ‘take home’ from the mark scheme is that you really do need to know the plot and details of Of Mice and Men well to get a top mark – examiners are looking for a interpretation which is centred around the novella itself – use any contextual material briefly to illuminate your interpretation of the plot.
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	AO
	Examiner’s version
	What this means

	1
	Assured knowledge and understanding
	You really know the novel inside-out and can articulate Steinbeck’s message

	2
	Perceptive appreciation of writer’s craft for literary effect
	You can illuminate Steinbeck’s characterisation, imagery and structure 

	3
	Assured engagement with text with well-selected examples
	You can pick a large range of relevant quotations / references from the novella

	4
	A perceptive, balanced approach where two elements are examined
	You select well and show your ability to range over the novella and synthesise 






