Date: ……………..


Drawing Skills in Biology

· The aim is to produce a neat, simple, line drawing.

· Do not be artistic!  There should be no shading or other enhancements.


· Do not include features that you cannot observe.

· The drawing should fill up at least half the sheet and should be large enough to show all relevant features.

· The title should describe the specimen you have drawn.

Types of drawing

There are three types of drawing that you could be asked to produce:

· A drawing of a whole specimen

· A low-power plan of a specimen as seen under a microscope

· Usually drawn using the lowest magnification (e.g. x 10 or x 40).  

· Produce an outline of the areas of different tissues that you can see.

· All parts should be in proportion 
· A high-power plan of a few cells of a microscopic specimen

· Usually drawn using the highest magnification (e.g. x 400).

· Choose three or four cells typical of the tissue you have to draw

· Draw in detail i.e. look at shape, presence of cell walls/membranes and content

· All parts should be in proportion 
Labels/annotations

· Label lines should be straight
· Labels should be written away from the actual drawing so that they do not obscure any of the detail

· Annotations are not labels.  They are short explanatory comments on points of biological significance.  They should be concise and relevant.

