The 7 Characteristics of Life


Nutrition

· Food is needed for ________ and growth.

· Animals must take in complex chemicals.

· Plants make their own food by using sunlight to turn  _________ _____________ and water into sugars.  This is called _________________.

· Plants use simple chemicals to build up complex chemicals.

Respiration

· Getting the energy out of the food you eat is called _____________.

· __________ is usually needed for respiration to happen.

· Animals will use a mechanism to absorb oxygen from the environment by gaseous exchange e.g. lungs/________.

· Living things use this energy for __________, ___________ and repair.
Movement

· Animals use ___________ to move their whole bodies.  They can move to get their food or to avoid being caught.

· Plants move __________ when they grow:

· Roots move down into the soil.

· Stems move up towards the light.

Response to stimuli

· Living organisms are ____________ to things happening around them.

· They have _________ to the environment.

· This may require a receptor or sense ________ e.g. eye or ear.

· Plants respond to stimuli by 

· Moving their _________ to face the light.

· The flowers of some plants ________ in the morning and close at night.

· Growing in a particular ___________.

Growth

· Plants may carry on growing all their lives.
· Animals _______   growing when they reach a certain  ______.

· Growth can be a constant replacement of cells.

Excretion

· All living things make waste substances and ___________ means getting rid of this ________ waste matter.

· Plants store waste in their ___________ which is removed when the leaves fall off.

· Animals breathe out waste _________ __________ and other waste leaves the body in urine and in sweat.

· Plants also release carbon dioxide.

Reproduction

· If animals or plants did not produce   __________  they would die out.

· Sexual reproduction involves a male and a __________.

· Gametes (_________and ________) are produced.

· _____________  of the egg produces a  __________.

· In animals, this develops into an __________ and then a _________.

· Some organisms can also reproduce ____________.

Besides these seven characteristics, all living organisms also consist of one or more ________.

You can remember the 7 characteristics of life with the mnemonic MRS GREN.
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