Dead or Alive?
Move around the room and consider whether each of the items can be classified as being alive, dead or never having lived.  Remember in order to be alive, an organism must show all seven characteristics of life. 

	Item
	Feeds?
	Excretes?
	Respires?
	Grows?
	Reproduces?
	Responds?
	Moves?
	DNA?
	Cells?
	Alive?

	Human
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Terrapin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Insect
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Worm
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grass
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fern
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bacterium
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Virus
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Water
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Car
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fire
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Crystals
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Extension: 1) Choose 3 of the organisms you have characterised as being alive and explain how they satisfy the 7 characteristics of life? E.g. how do they feed, excrete, reproduce etc. 2) How might it be argued that viruses, cars and crystals are alive?
