A Level Music
AoS2 Popular Song

Some useful articulations in Jazz/Swing instrumental playing.
Info largely taken from: www.timusic.net/debreved/jazz-notation/


[image: Graphical user interface, application

Description automatically generated]


[image: Chart

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]




Dynamics
pp, p, mp, mf, f, ff
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Articulation
There are four primary articulations in Jazz. Combined with the correct rhythmic spelling, these cover 90% of
all musical situations.

e Staccato Primary Articulations

e Tenuto & f f F f
e Accent

e Cap

Technically the cap is called a marcato. Marcato does not necessarily mean short, but in order to make
something marcato, there has to be space around the note. By jazz convention, though, the cap is always read
as short and should be the default articulation for an accented short note.
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Effect Articulations

These speak for themselves, so no need to say “fall” or “gliss”. Change the default in your notation program!
The only thing that needs clarifying is the length. | use the wavy line for a long fall and the hook for a quick
one. This is not 100% standard, but many people do understand it without me having to explain. If you are
worried, specify “long” or “quick”.
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N.B. the text is for academic purposes, these are all obvious, do not label in real world!
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