             Homer and Virgil Revision Guide

HOMER : The Iliad

A summary:
Pandarus shoots Diomedes
Injured in shoulder
Sthenelus pulls out arrow
Prays to Athene
Athene gives him strength and sight to tell the gods 
Athene tells him to  only attack Aphrodite
Diomedes: Simile: like a wounded lion
Diomedes kills Pandarus
Diomedes: kills many-aristeia: glory on the battlefield
Aeneas and Pandarus attack Diomedes
Pandarus regrets he left his horses behind
Pandarus Throws spear at Diomedes-hits shield
Diomedes shouts to Pandarus and throws spear-hit Pandarus in the face

Diomedes wounds Aphrodite
Aeneas tries to save Pandarus’s body from having armour stolen
Simile: Bestrode it like a lion
Diomedes throws rock-shows strength of D.
Crushes Aeneas’s hip
Aeneas saved by Aphrodite
Sthenelus takes Aeneas’s chariot 
Diomedes chases Aphrodite and wounds her on the wrist
Aphrodite drops Aeneas who is caught by Apollo
Aphrodite asks to borrow Ares’s chariot
Aph. Is driven by IRIS back to Mt. Olympus

Aphrodite is comforted by her mother Dione 
Dione tells her of stories of gods wounded: Ares kept in a jar. Hera and Hades wounded by Heracles
Athene makes fund of Aphrodite to Zeus
Zeus smiles and tells Aphrodite to leave the fighting to Ares and Athena

Book 5: 431-469 Apollo intervenes on the battlefield
Diomedes tries 3 times to get to Aeneas but is protected by Apollo
Apollo tells Diomedes to not take on the gods
Apollo takes Aeneas to his temple and tells Ares to go to battle
Ares rallies the Trojans to fight 

Book 6 Glaucus meets Diomedes
Diomedes and Glaucus meet each other face to face
Diomedes asks Glaucus about his family history
Glaucus replies with is family history
Glaucus says; ‘Like the generations of leaves are those of men. The wind blows and one year’s leaves are scattered on the ground , but the trees bud and fresh leaves open when spring comes again.’
Diomedes realises that they have friends in their parents.
Diomedes and Glaucus exchange gifts

Book 6 : 
Hecabe prays to Athena
Hector arrives back in Troy
Besieged by Trojan wives and daughters wanting to know about families
Hector orders them to pray to the gods
Hector goes to palace
Meets Hecabe and she offers wine
Hector refuses wine until he has cleansed/washed himself
Tells  mother to gather the old women to go to pray to Athena. 
Hecabe takes best gown as an offering to Athene but she denies her prayer
Book 6 Hector rouses Paris
Hector find Paris in his room
Hector criticises him for not fighting
Paris says he in the room due to sorrow but that Helen has said he should fight 
Helen says she is to blame for the war. 
Helen criticises Paris
Helen asks Hector to rest
Hector refuses to stay but goes to see his wife

Book 6: Hector and Andromache
Hector meets Andromache on the battlements
Andromache begs Hector to not fight. She will have no one to protect her if he dies and she is taken away as a slave
Hector agrees but cannot face the shame of not fighting
Needs to win glory for himself and his family
But knows in his heart that one day Troy will fall.
Hopes he is dead before he witnesses his wife dragged away as a slave
Hector holds out hands to his son by Astyanax cries at his helmet
Hector says he hopes that people will say about his son ‘He’s a better man than his father’
Hector tells Andromache to return to her tasks the loom and the spindle

Book 6 Hector and Paris go to fight
Helen returns to her house and the women mourn as if Hector is already dead
Hector and Paris walk onto the battlefield
Book 22 Hecabe and Priam fail to persuade Hector
Achilles approaches Troy  Simile:like a thoroughbred
Priam sees him and groans. Simile Achilles like the dog star
Priam stretches out arms and begs Achilles not to fight
Priam says stay alive and save Troy
Priam worried about being killed and the city destroyed and his sons slaughtered
Hecabe shows her breast and begs Hector not to fight
Hecabe says she doesn’t want him to be killed and left unburied
Book 22 Hector considers the situation
Hector would feel shame if he did not fight.
Hector considers trying to do a deal and offering Achilles some of Troy’s wealth
Decides to meet him in combat
Book 22 Achilles chases Hector round the walls of Troy
Achilles pursues Hector like a hawk
Zeus likes Hector and considers saving him.
Athene reminds Zeus that he was doomed long ago
Athene goes down from Olympus to help Achilles
On the 4th time round Zeus hold up golden scales
Hector fate is seals and Apollo deserts him
Athene comes to Hector disguised as Athene as pretends to help
Hector stops and faces Achilles
Book 22 The Death of Hector
Hector asks Achilles that he winner should respect the losers body
Achilles refuses ‘|there are no pacts between lions and men’
Achilles throws his spear but Hector ducks under it
Athene secretly returns the spear
Hector taunts Achilles and throws his spear. Hits Achilles’ shield
Hector call to Deiphobus and realises he has been tricked.
Hector knows he is going to die but heroically draws his sword and runs at  Achilles. Says ‘but let m not die without some fight, some glory to my name’

Achilles stands Hector in the throat
Achilles gloats over Hector’s body and says it will be left to rot.
Hector begs for Achilles to accept a ransom and return his body.
Achilles refuses and says he will would eat him raw
Hector tells Achilles that he will die soon
Hector dies
Achilles says to the dead Hector that he will accept his death when it comes
Book 22
Achilles shows the body to the Greeks who all stab his body
Achilles gives a speech to the Greeks saying he will bury Patroclus
Achilles drags Hector’s body behind his chariot


Book 24: 468–551 Priam moves Achilles’ heart
After being guided by Hermes Priam arrives at Achilles’s tent
Priam clasps Achilles knees and kisses his hand 
Achilles surprised stares at Priam
Priam says think of your  father and says he has lost everyone of his sons. Begs for Hector’s body back

Achilles thinks about his father and cries. Takes Priam by the hand.
Says' Gods play with mortals and dish out good and bad from a jar’
Achilles says he has had a lucky life  but is doomed to die in Troy

Book 24: 552–620 Achilles releases Hector’s corpse to Priam
Achilles says he realises that a god must have helped Priam and says he will give the body back.
Achilles sits with Priam and he tells him they should eat something

Key themes and Characters;

Diomedes:
Wounded by Pandarus in the shoulder
 Helped and healed by Athene. Given extra strength and ability to see gods
Kills Pandarus and takes his chariot
Rampages on the battlefield and gains glory (Aristeia)
Blocks Pandarus’s spear with his shield.
Wounds Aphrodite
Tries to attack Apollo but is warned off by him
Is ultimately not seen as important by the gods and Dione says
‘Athena, sets this man Diomedes against you, a fool unconscious how brief life is for those who war with the gods. There’ll be no homecoming for him, from the horrors of battle: no more will his children prattle at his knee.’
Has a noble family 
Shows understanding of the guest friendship by swapping gifts with Glaucus

Hector
Best of the Trojans
Killed Patroclus in a duel
Is fighting to protect his home
God fearing: 
· Refuses to drink until he has washed
· Tells his mother to take the old women to pray
· Tells his wife to take her servants and pray
Is liked by the gods: Zeus says Hector is dear to him and has always made sacrifices
Family Man: speaks to his wife. Worries that he will not be able to save his family
Great warrior: wants to win glory on the battle field and feels shame at not fighting
Shows courage to Achilles by going to fight
Shows honour in asking Achilles to respect the bodies
Shows courage in fighting when he knows he will die

Achilles:
Best of the fighters
Driven by anger and revenge unlike Hector
Savage: refuses  Hector’s request to treat the bodies reasonably
Says he want to eat Hector’s body raw
Shameful treatment when he drags Hector’s body
Does show pity to Priam when reminded of his own father
Shows he is beyond the normal rules of heroism. Does not worry about death
Says that ultimately we are just pawns of the gods who dish out good and evil






		The Aeneid

Night falls, and while the city sleeps, Sinon opens the horse’s belly, releasing the Greek warriors. 
The warriors kill the Trojan guards and open the gates of the city to the rest of their forces.
 Meanwhile, Hector, the fallen leader of the Trojan army, appears to Aeneas in a dream and informs him that the city has been infiltrated. Climbing to his roof, Aeneas sees fighting everywhere and Troy in flames. He runs for arms and then heads for the heart of the city, joined by a few of his men.
Aeneas and his men surprise and kill many Greeks, but are too badly outnumbered to make a difference.
 Eventually they go to King Priam’s palace, where a battle is brewing. 
The Greeks, led by Pyrrhus, break into the palace. Pyrrhus kills Polites, the young son of Priam and Hecuba, and then slaughters Priam on his own altar.
Aeneas continues relating his story: nearly overcome with grief over this slaughter, he sees Helen, the cause of the war, hiding. He determines to kill her, but Venus appears and explains that blame for the war belongs with the gods, not Helen. 
Venus advises Aeneas to flee Troy at once, since his fate is elsewhere. 
Aeneas then proceeds to the house of his father, Anchises, but Anchises refuses to leave. But after omens appear—first a harmless tongue of flame on Ascanius’s forehead, then a bright falling star in the sky—Anchises is persuaded to flee the city.
Aeneas takes his father on his back and flees with his wife, Creusa, his son, Ascanius, and many other followers. Unfortunately, in the commotion Creusa is lost from the group. After everyone exits the city, Aeneas returns to search for her, but instead he meets her shade, or spirit. She tells him not to be sorrowful because a new home and wife await him in Hesperia. Somewhat comforted, Aeneas leaves Troy burning and leads the survivors into the mountains.
Analysis
With Aeneas’s claim that his tale of Troy’s fall is so sorrowful that it would bring tears even to the eyes of a soldier as harsh as Ulysses, Virgil calls attention to his own act of retelling the Trojan horse episode from a new angle, that of the vanquished Trojans. In Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey, we learn the story of the Trojan War from the perspective of Ulysses and the Greeks. Virgil’s claim is that even the Greeks, the victors, would be able to feel the sorrow of the event if it were told properly from the point of view of the victims. 

Virgil tries to minimize the humiliation of the Trojans and of his hero, Aeneas. He makes sure that Aeneas does not appear to be less of a warrior than the Greeks, even though they defeated him. 
The Aeneid: Aeneas’s Character summary.

1. Sees Hector
2. Asks Hector why he is here
3. Climbs to his father’s house to see what’s happening
4. Grabs his weapons, wants to fight
5. Happy to die fighting
6. Asks Panthus where to fight
7. With his comrades goes to the centre of the city
8. Slaughter some of the Greeks who mistake them for friends
9. Swap their armour for Greek as a disguise after Coroebus’s idea
10. Follows Coroebus to save Cassandra
11. Greeks realise the disguise
12. Overwhelmed by the Greeks , Aeneas is separated

Book 2: battle for the Palace.

1.Goes to defend the King’s palace
2. Goes to the top of the turret
3. Throws missiles down on the Greeks
4. sees Pyrrhus attacking and killing Priam

· Hecuba and Priam at the altar
· Priam putting on his armour
· Hecuba tells him it’s no use
· Priam sees Polites (his son killed by Pyrrhus
· Priam rebukes Pyrrhus and says he has no honour unlike his father Achilles (who gave Hector’s body back)
· Priam throws spear
· Pyrrhus drags Priam through Polites blood by his hair
· Pyrrhus stabs Priam in his side and kills him


5. Gripped by terror
6. Sees a vision of his father and son being killed 
7. In now alone
8. sees Helen and is angry
9. Decides to fight to the death
10. sees his mother
11 Told by Venus that Troy is doomed and he should leave
12  Goes to his father’s house
13. Father refuses to leave and he decides to stay 
14. See Omens 
· Iulius hair on fire
· Anchises prays to Jupiter for confirmation
· Jupiter sends a shooting star and clap of thunder

15. Father tells him the omen means he should leave Troy
16. Carries his father and with his wife and son leave Troy
17. Loses Creusa and goes back to find her
18. Meets Creusa’a ghost who tells him to leave
19. Leads his friends out of Troy
 



Common Themes across Virgil and Homer
Theme 1: The Gods
HOMER
Show favouritism
· Athene to Diomedes
· Athene to Achilles
· Apollo to Hector
· Aphrodite to Aeneas
Choose sides in the war: 
· Athene and Hera support the Greeks
·  Apollo, Aphrodite and Ares support the Trojans

Can be wounded: 
· Aphrodite by Diomedes
· Ares and Hades by Hercules
· Hera and Hades shot by Heracles
· Ares trapped in a bronze jar for a year

Their lives are ultimately trivial compared with the heroism of the humans in Troy.
· Squabble amongst themselves
· Athene gently mocks Zeus and Aphrodite
· Aphrodite cries when wounded by is easily healed
· In the Iliad the gods end up fighting each other (though it is not serious)

Callous and capricious:
· Aphrodite drops Aeneas when she is wounded
· Apollo abandons Hector to his death
· Athene refuses Hecabe’s prayers
· Give out good and evil from a jar to whoever they feel like
· Athene tricks Hector

Are not completely all powerful. Have to obey fate. Zeus cannot save Hector as ‘he was doomed long ago’
Zeus raises his golden scales as Hector and Achilles run around Troy’s walls to see what fate has in store for them.

VIRGIL
The gods are guiding all the events. 
Venus’s persuasion of Aeneas to not kill Helen.
Venus tells him to hold neither Helen nor Paris responsible for Troy’s downfall: he must realize that “the harsh will of the gods” (II.792) caused Troy’s destruction. 
The gods are helping destroy Troy:
· Neptune destroying the walls with his trident (walls he built!)
· Athene sends down lightning
· Juno urging on the Greeks
The gods show little concern for the |Trojan people. Cassandra is dragged from the statue of Athene
Jupiter sends the omens to show his will
Creusa’s ghost comforts Creusa by saying it is all the will of the gods.
‘This has not happened without divine will’
She goes on to say how Aeneas will found a new race. It is all the will of the gods.


Theme 2: The brutality and Effect  of War 
HOMER
Gruesome details of how Pandarus is hit in the mouth
‘Athene guided to the face besdie the eye , shattering Pandarus’s teeth, sheering his tongue at the root..’
 Details of the background of some of the characters and their families  make us more sympathetic
‘He chased down Abas and Polydius, sons of old Eurydamas interpreter of dreams….they came back not again for their father to interpret their dreams’.
 The image of all the women crowding around Hector asking about the fate of their sons on the battlefield emphasizes the effect on civilians.
‘he was besieged by the Trojan wives and daughters asking after their sons and husbands’

The meeting of Hector and Andromache knowing that Andromache will be taken away as a slave. (Astyanax is later killed by Pyrrhus). Astyanax crying illustrates the difference between Hector the family man and the fighter. 
‘You show no pity for your little son or your wretched wife whom you will soon make a widow’
the thought of your grief when some bronze-clad Greek drags you away weeping, robbing you of your freedom’

 Priam pleading for his last surviving son not to fight and die against Achilles. 
‘Achilles has robbed me of many fine sons’
‘Have pity on me ..on the threshold of old age, to see my sons slaughtered’

The treatment of Hector by Achilles shows the savagery, brutality and inhumanity
‘I wish the pain and fury would drive me to eat you raw…no living man will keep the dogs from gnawing your skull’
The pitiful sight of Priam begging for his son’s body back shows sympathy for Priam and the effect on families.
‘I kiss the hand of the man who killed my sons’
Achilles thinking of his own father who will not see his son again

‘His words moved Achilles to tears at the thought of his own father’

VIRGIL
Pyrrhus kills Priam’s son in front of him
may the gods repay you with fit thanks, and due reward
for your wickedness, for such acts, you who have
made me see my own son’s death in front of my face,
and defiled a father’s sight with murder.
 

The death of Priam killed on the altar by Pyrrhus
Saying this he dragged him, trembling,
and slithering in the pool of his son’s blood, to the very altar,
and twined his left hand in his hair, raised the glittering sword
                  in his right, and buried it to the hilt in his side.

A once mighty body lies on the shore, the head
shorn from its shoulders, a corpse without a name.


 The carrying off of Cassandra
Quote: 
See, Priam’s virgin daughter dragged, with streaming hair,
from the sanctuary and temple of Minerva,
lifting her burning eyes to heaven in vain:

 the Death of Creusa
‘I even dared to to hurl my shouts through the shadows filling the streets in my clamour and misery redoubling my useless cries again and again….the unhappy and ghost of Creusa appeared before my eyes’
HORACE
Effect on the family:
Don’t let my bridegroom unskilled in war provoke the lion that’s dangerous to touch’
Newly wed wife worries about her husband dying on the battlefield

TYRTAEUS
Effect of war on the old men:
‘older man fallen among the fighters…his head already white and beard grey , grasping his stalwart spirit out in the dust , clutching his bloody genitals in his own eyes. A shameful thing in one’s eyes’


Theme 3 Imagery and Similes in Virgil and Homer
· Similes used at key moments in both texts
· Often taken from nature
· Usually in battle or fighting scenes
· Used to  a respite from continuous battle description

Homer
Used to emphasise strength
Diomedes like a ‘raging winter torrent’
‘like a  wounded lion’

Aeneas protects the body of Patroclus:
‘like a lion confident in his strength’

Paris walking through the city is 
‘like a stable-fed stallion’

Dramatic moments often have more than one simile close together:
Book 22 Arrival of Achilles
‘like a winning thoroughbred’
Dramatic moment often has an extended simile: Gleaming like Sirius , the star of harvest, brightest of the stars in the dark of the night. Orion’s dog , men call it, glittering brightly , yet boding ill, bringing fever to wretched mortals’

Hector waiting is ‘like a snake in the hills, full of venom..waiting in its hole’

Achilles chasing Hector ‘like a hawk swooping on a timorous dove’

Hector is being chased ‘like a fawn’

Moment of death scene with Hector has two similes.
Hector swooped like a ‘high soaring eagle’
Achilles’s armour is ‘bright as the evening star’





Virgil
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Theme 4 Comradeship
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The shepherd (304-309) Aeneas’ view of the burning of Troy from his rooftop is
compared to a shepherd watching from a peak as fire or a flood attacks his crops
(compare the simile at lines 5.85-94 of the //iad mentioned on page 000).

The wolves (355-358) Aeneas and his young companions who head into the
city for battle are compared to hungry wolves, desperate to feed their young.
The snake (1) (379-381) Androgeos, a Greek, realises that he has come upon a
band of Trojans and recoils in fright like a snake.

The winds (416-419) When Aeneas’ Trojan band is attacked from all sides by
Greeks, the repeated onslaught of Greek attacks is compared to winds clashing
with one another.

The snake (2) (471-475) A second snake simile is used to describe Pyrrhus as
he arrives in Priam’s palace: he is like a snake with a forked tongue that has fed
on poisonous herbs.

The river (496-499) The Greeks bursting into Priam’s palace are likened to a
river bursting its banks.

The doves (515-516) Hecuba and her daughters seek refuge in the palace like
doves trying to find shelter from a storm.

The ash tree (627-631) The sack of Troy is compared to foresters cutting down
an ancient ash tree; when it is about to fall it groans in an almost human way.
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Homer
* Aeneas and Pandaurus
Diomedes and Sthenelus
Paris and Hector
Achilles and Patroclus
Hector and ‘Deiphobus’
+ Diomedes and Glaucus
Horace
« discourages cowardice
* encourages dying for the country

Tyrtaeus
« refusal to fight with the others is disgraceful
Virgil

e Aeneas and his comrades fighting
e Priam trying to join in and to defend the refugees

AO2
« fighting together versus personal glory/revenge
* Hector thinks he has a comrade but it is a trick
e is virtue more important than comradeship in Horace?
e duty and piety
* Aeneas rallies his friends to fight but also goes about on his own; he ends up

with his family rather than his comrades




