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2:5:1(b)
Testing For Magnets
You have tested different objects to confirm whether they were magnetic materials or non-magnetic materials. You used these ideas:

· Magnets will attract and repel other magnets

· Magnetic materials are attracted to magnets

· Magnetic materials do not attract or repel each other

· Non-magnetic materials are not attracted to magnets or magnetic materials

Notice that both magnets and magnetic materials can be attracted to a magnet, but only magnets can repel each other.  This gives us a useful method to test whether a substance is a magnet.

Magnetic Poles
· The poles of a magnet are the places where the magnetic field are the strongest.

· The North (seeking) pole of a magnet is the pole which is attracted towards the Earth’s North Pole.  We usually shorten the name of this pole, calling it the North pole (N).

· The South (seeking) pole of a magnet is the pole which is attracted towards the Earth’s South Pole.  We usually shorten the name of this pole, calling it the South pole (S).
· Like magnetic poles repel each other, whilst unlike poles attract

Carry out an experiment like the one in the diagram to confirm that like poles repel each other.
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