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What energy sources should we use?

Discuss the following questions with your partner. 

1 How does electricity:

· make your life more entertaining?

· help you communicate? 

· help you travel? 

· keep you safe and healthy?

· help you work? 

2 What do you think planners should consider when generating electricity for people living in: 

· a city?

· a small village?

· a country that is developing?

Use these ideas to help you.

Burning fossil fuels (coal, oil, natural gas)

· They are readily available in many countries and relatively cheap.

· They are reliable (so we can get electricity when we want it).

BUT 

· They will run out at some point if we continue to burn them.

· They release greenhouse gases when burnt.

Using nuclear fuels

· Only small amounts are needed so supplies will last a long time.

· They are reliable (so we can get electricity when we want it).

BUT

· The fuel and waste products are radioactive so need to be stored safely.

· The power stations are expensive to build because their design includes safety precautions.

Using renewable sources of energy 

· These energy sources will not run out.

· They do not release polluting gases (except biomass, which is burnt). 

BUT

· They do affect the environment (hydroelectricity causes flooding and disrupts the flow of rivers; wind turbines are noisy and so on).

· They do not generate electricity all the time. 




















































