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	CHINESE CINDERELLA 

	Text type / narrative voice: 

First person memoir of Yen Mah’s teenage years written in past tense 
	1. Use of Western cultural references (see 8)
	“Chinese Cinderella” (title)
“Monopoly” (l.3)
“Mary”(l.7)
	The start of the passage establishes Yen Mah’s relatively idyllic existence at her boarding school. Her anxiety about leaving school is explained by the title’s allusion to the fairy tale in which a daughter is mistreated by her siblings and stepmother. It also foreshadows her passion for Western literature later.
	

	
	2. Use of simile (see 3)
	“like a persistent toothache”
	
	

	Structure of the piece: 
l.1-13 Yen Mah’s experience at boarding school is ironically presented as being idyllic and full of affection
l.14-32 Yen Mah arrives home full of foreboding but receives no greeting from her family
l.33-63 Yen Mah receives news of her victory in a creative writing contest from her domineering father
l.64-86 Yen Mah outsmarts her father by pretending to comply with his request to study medicine in England
	3. Ominous description with use of hyperboles

	“as in a nightmare” (l.14)
“full of dread”(l.30-31)
	The journey bridges the transition from the idyllic opening to the intimidating atmosphere of Yen Mah’s interview with her father. The dialogue gives Yen Mah the opportunity to show her estrangement from her family and how their ill treatment has damaged her self-esteem.
	

	
	4. Use of self-disparagement (see 6) and satirical details
	“done wrong” (l.20)
“who had died” (l.14)
“rudely… new home” (l.23)
	
	

	
	5. Ironic verb choices
Use of hyperboles to create religious connotations
	“summoned”
 “Holy of Holies”
“palm in, thumb up, fingers”
	Yen Mah employs irony once more in showing how her father styles himself as a ruler or god in the household. The rhetorical questions develop the impression of her fractured self-confidence. The italic emphasis in the father’s question and his general demeanour leave little doubt as to its origin.
	

	
	6. Use of rhetorical questions
Use of dialogue 
	“… my guard down” (l.37)
“Am I dreaming?”(l.49)
“How come you won?” (l.59)
	
	

	
	7. Use of satire in characterisation of father 
	“You will go to England with Third Brother”
	The father’s employment of the future tense shows his domineering nature while his omission of the possessive pronoun shows his incomplete command of English.
The extract culminates with the implicit secret that Yen Mah plans to defy her father’s wishes.
	

	Related texts: H is for Hawk, Young and Dyslexic
	8. Irony 
Use of further Western cultural reference
	“like entering heaven” (l.69)
“Of course I agreed.” (l.46)
“Bliss was it…” (l.56)
	
	



