	Characteristics
	Point
	Quotation
	
	

	Fickle in friendships and in love
	Beatrice criticises him for always having new best mates, and feels sorry for each new victim
She hints that he cheated on her in the past
	 Bea: he wears his faith but as the fashion of his hat, it ever changes (I,i)
Bea: He won [my heart] of me with false dice (II,i)
	Context
Early on he displays many young men’s ideas about marriage (even to this day!) that is boring and, anyway, your wife will probably cheat. 
	Benedick   blessed or good

	Confirmed bachelor
	Says he will never marry
When Claudio falls in love he is upset and is convinced it will never happen to him
	He refuses to put his neck in a yoke…and sigh away Sundays…I will live a bachelor (I,i)
May I be so converted?..I think not (II,iii)
	
	

	
	
	
	Language
Unusually for such a main character he speaks mainly in prose. The convention is that when you hear a character speak poetry that is when they are expressing their truest thoughts. He only really turns to poetry during his wedding. Does this mean that all the things he said in the ‘merry war’ were not true?!
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Seems to hate Beatrice at the start
	He is rude about her to her face and behind her back

	His first words to her are to call her Lady Disdain (I,i) and tells Don Pedro she speaks poniards (II,i)

	
	

	Easily gulled into loving Beatrice

	He quickly changes his feelings about her and even suggests he might marry her

	Why, it must be requited…the world must be peopled (II,iii)

	
	

	Becomes much more interested in fashion once he’s in love

	Don Pedro, Claudio and Leonato are very amused by this change in their friend and tease him about it

	Don Pedro says he brushes his hat a-mornings and Claudio says the old ornament of his cheek hath already stuffed tennis balls (III,ii)
	
	

	
	
	
	Stagecraft
His gulling scene is often exaggerated for laughs (see David Tenant’s mishaps with paint!) and his transformation into a fashionable one can also be very funny.
	

	Bravely turns his back on his friend and his boss in order to help Beatrice after Hero is humiliated
	He stays with team Hero after Team Claudio leaves and quickly realises that Don Jon was at the bottom of it
He agrees to kill Claudio in a duel and tells Don Pedro he will not work for him anymore
	The practice of it lives in John the bastard (IV,i)

To Claudio: you have killed a sweet lady, and her death shall fall heavy on you (V,i)
	
	

	Ends very happily married
	He teases Beatrice, but affectionately, and he advises Don Pedro to marry, too, as it’s so great.
	To Bea: I do suffer love indeed, for I love thee against my will (V,ii)
To Bea: I will have thee, but…I take thee for pity (V,iv)
To Don Pedro: Prince, thou art sad, get thee a wife, get thee a wife (V,iv)
	
	



