Work for Year 12 Ancient History, 
A copy of this sheets is in X:\studentzone\classics\Ancient History\AS Greek History\Sparta; it is called ‘Lesson 25 The Gerousia sources’
Look at the sources below; copy and paste those apart from Aristotle into the document below each reference, then highlight those bits which are evidence for the gerousia.

Aristotle, Politics 2.9

Also their regulations for the office of the Elders are not good; it is true that if these were persons of a high class who had been adequately trained in manly valor, one might perhaps say that the institution was advantageous to the state, although their life-tenure of the judgeship in important trials is indeed a questionable feature (for there is old age of mind as well as of body); but as their education has been on such lines that even the lawgiver himself cannot trust in them as men of virtue, it is a dangerous institution. And it is known that those who have been admitted to this office take bribes and betray many of the public interests by favoritism; so that it would be better if they were not exempt from having to render an account of their office, but at present they are. And it might be held that the magistracy of the Ephors serves to hold all the offices to account; but this gives altogether too much to the Ephorate, and it is not the way in which, as we maintain, officials ought to be called to account. Again, the procedure in the election of the Elders as a mode of selection is not only childish, but it is wrong that one who is to be the holder of this honorable office should canvass for it, for the man worthy of the office ought to hold it whether he wants to or not. But as it is the lawgiver clearly does the same here as in the rest of the constitution: he makes the citizens ambitious and has used this for the election of the Elders, for nobody would ask for office if he were not ambitious; yet surely ambition and love of money are the motives that bring about almost the greatest part of the voluntary wrongdoing that takes place among mankind.

Plutarch, Lycurgus 26
Xenophon, Constitution of the Spartans 10 (scroll down to page 7)
Diodorus 11.50
Compare the opinions of Xenophon and Aristotle. Which gives a more positive opinion of the gerousia? Quote from the texts to support your answer

