IGCSE English Language                                                                                                        Anthology Non-fiction Texts

	Exploring ‘H is for Hawk’



	1
	What do we learn about the process of adopting a hawk from lines 1-4?

	2
	On line 7 Macdonald describes the ‘thump’ the first hawk makes as the box is opened. What is the effect of this word? Why has she put it in italics?

	3
	Lines 11-12 are full of very brief, fragmented sentences as she describes the opening of the box. What is the effect of these short phrases?

	4
	In lines 17-24 she uses lots of interesting similes and metaphors to describe her first impressions of the hawk. Choose two or three and explore them.

	5
	In lines 25-31 she describes what she imagines the hawk sees in huge detail. Why does she do this?

	6
	In lines 39-40 she says, “All at once I loved this man, and fiercely.” Why does she love him? Why ‘fiercely’?

	7
	She uses a one-word sentence, ‘Oh’, on line 48 when she realises the beautiful bird is not hers. What is the effect of this?

	8
	In lines 50-56 she describes the second hawk in very negative ways. Choose two or three things she says about it and explore them.

	9 
	In lines 60-65 she describes how she talks to the man about wanting the first bird instead of the second one. Explore what she says about herself here.

	10
	She describes herself as looking like she is “in a seaside production of Medea’. What do you think she means? (You might need to do a bit of research…)
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