IGCSE Language                                                                                     Anthology Part 1                                               The Danger of a Single Story

	[bookmark: _GoBack]What methods does Chimamanda Adichie use in her speech to make her message about “the danger of the single story” more effective and powerful?



The question above is typical of the ones to be found on the Language exam paper. They require you to have a good knowledge of the whole extract, but more importantly you have to be able to comment closely on the language and techniques used within it.
Below are some of the methods she uses as a writer/speaker.
For each one, find a textual example and comment on why she used it and how effective you find it.

	Technique used
	Example.   Why does she use it? How effective is it?

	Repetition of the phrase ‘single story’
(No need to find an example)
	







	Personal anecdotes about herself 
	










	Embedded clauses such as ‘I think’ on line 14
(No need to find an example)
	





	In among all the carefully crafted content there are moments that sound quite spontaneous
	







	Short, declarative sentences
	






	Longer, descriptive sentences
	






	Use of a religious image near the end
	











