		
	How does Zephaniah use language and structure to present his experiences of being dyslexic?



Structure
Have a close look at how the piece has been structured. How has he decided to order his ideas? Here are some prompts:
1. In lines 1-2, how does he present his changing experience and understanding of dyslexia?
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



2. In lines 3-32 he mainly focuses on all the terrible things that happened to him as a result of his dyslexia and bad behaviour. Why does he spend so much time talking about his bad experiences?
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




3. In lines 32-47 the piece changes focus and begins to explore the more positive things that happened to him. How did he make this change?
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	





4. In lines 48-69 he is honest about the fact that he still struggles because of his dyslexia. What else does he say in these lines?
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	












5. In lines 70-88 he has a lot of very positive and encouraging things to say to dyslexics. What are they?
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



6. Overall, how has the piece been structured and what effect does this have on the reader?
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Language
Complete the table below:
	Technique
	Examples
	Effect

	Anaphora and metaphor
	




	

	Repetition
	




	

	Factual information and listing
	




	

	Phonetic idiom
	




	

	Showing empathy
	




	

	Colloquialism
	




	

	Direct address
	




	

	Declarative sentence
	




	



