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Pearson Edexcel International GCSE English Language A (9-1) 

Worksheet
A Game of Polo with a Headless Goat
Donkey Racing in Karachi
How does the writer develop the drama of the race through her description?
•    Add evidence in the right-hand column. 

	Comments
	Evidence from the passage

	She describes the excitement of the boys.
	

	She appeals to our senses, especially hearing and sight, to bring the scene to life.
	

	She develops the pace as the race continues.
	



How does the writer make use of humour in the passage?
Clearly, the passage is meant to be entertaining, and humour is a vital part of achieving this. 
· Add evidence in the right-hand column. 

· 
	Comments
	Evidence from the passage

	She describes the boys and what they say.

	

	She dispels her own assumptions about the race.
	

	She uses understatements.
	

	She uses parentheses.
	




Towards the end, tension is introduced. Pick out words and phrases which contribute to the tension building.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Style and language
Complete these statements.

The energy and excitement of the race is expressed through vivid verbs such as
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The comparisons to
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ give the reader the impression of the chaos of the donkey race.


The noise of the race is evoked through onomatopoeia, such as
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Writing about
1. How does Emma Levine bring to life her experience of a donkey race in Karachi?
2. ‘Experiencing different cultures is the best way to broaden one’s mind.’ Discuss whether you think this view is true or not in your experience.
3. Describe a time when you felt extreme exhilaration.
4. Write a letter to a magazine which argues that using animals for sport is exploitation and cruelty.
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