Questions on “Out, Out – “ by Robert Frost (1916)

1. The poem’s title is an allusion to Macbeth’s speech in Shakespeare’s play on receiving the news of his wife’s death. How does this affect our reading?
(hint: importance of death? / contemplation on the meaningless of life?)
2. The poem was published in 1916 after Frost returned from England due to the War. In what ways could the poem be associated with the War?
(hint: similarities of saw to machine guns / sacrifice of young man to industry)
3. Frost uses consonance, onomatopoeia and personification in the repetition of the verbs “snarled and rattled” to describe the buzz saw. Comment on their effect.
(hint: representing the sounds of the saw / note the associations of snarled / rattled)
4. The scene of the tragedy is one of natural beauty. What does this seem to suggest about the influence of mankind? How could this be related to ‘Of Mice and Men’?

(hint: note the negativity towards industry / note the similarity of themes)
5. Lines 9 – 13 seem to imply that the tragedy was avoidable. How does Frost convey this judgement in these lines?
(hint: “nothing happened” / poet’s wish about time and work)
6. In what ways does Frost reuse personification during the moment of the accident?

(hint: “leaped” / “seemed to leap” / “neither refused the meeting”- sense of fate)
7. What is the effect of the inclusion of the dialogue in lines 25-26?
(hint: boy’s desperation and helplessness / the personal reality of the boy)  
8. Why is the interjection of the poet in line 27 of “So.” significant?
(hint: note stark caesura here / helplessness / poet’s deliberate understatement) 

9. What symbolic associations does the poetic phrasing of “dark of ether” bring?
(hint: relate this back to the poem’s title and its significance) 
10. Frost represents the death of the young man through a trio of descriptive words separated by hyphens: “Little-less-nothing!”
(hint: note the speed / lack of drama / relate to the title if possible)

11. As in Owen’s poem, the “they” in the poems final lines becomes a depersonalised one? What effect do you think Frost is trying to achieve here?
(hint: emphasis on depersonalisation / isolation of the boy in death)
12. The phrase “turned to their affairs” carries business-like connotations with it. How does this link to Frost’s possible message in this poem?
(hint: link to “nothing to build on there / see answers to questions 4 and 5)
