1. Why is the term "wheeled chair" significant in the opening line?
(hint: note the passivity which is implied by this adjective)
2. What are the two levels of meaning for "waiting for dark"? Why are both tragic?
(hint: think about your answer to (1) as well as symbolic associations of "dark")

3. Comment on the expression of "legless" and "sewn short at elbow" and their effect in the poem.
(hint: One of these is brutal; one a circumlocution - what is the effect?)

4. Why is the repetition of "voices" significant at the beginning of lines 3-4?
(hint: note that the soldier cannot see or interact with these voices)

5. In what ways is the metaphor of "mothered them" in line 6 notable?
(hint: note the contrast between the children and the soldier)

6. What associations does the metaphor "budded" bring in the second stanza?
(hint: in what season do buds come? Which part of life is seen as symbolically spring?)

7. Why does Owen choose such a savage delivery in line 10?
(hint: the soldier's bitterness / note its implications about the War's justification)

8. Why is the simile of "some queer disease" shocking?
(hint: note the disgust / associations with homosexuality - still considered sinful then)

9. How does the connection between youth and the hyperbole of "poured it down shell holes" widen the scope of Owen's poem?
(hint: note the War became responsible for the loss of a generation)
10. What is the ironic contrast between the fourth stanza and the stanza before it?
(hint: note the connection between "the spurt of purple" and the "blood smear)

11. Why might Owen have chosen short, childish rhymes in this stanza ("leg" / "peg" / "Meg" / "beg")?
(hint: think about the soldier's naivety in enlisting and how this stanza mirrors this)


12. Choose two of the features which the soldier expected to find in the army. How do they reveal him to the reader as naive? 
(hint: his preoccupation with image / childish alliteration "socks... smart salutes")

13. Who was the "solemn man" described in the sixth stanza? What hints tell us this? Why do you think that Owen chose not to name the man's job title?
(hint: who might inquire about his soul? How does the man feel about his faith now?)

14. Why is the description of the "strong men" as "whole" particularly cruel? 
(hint: what is suggested about the identity of the soldier now that he is injured)

15. The poem ends with two rhetorical questions. Who could be implied by the "they" mentioned? Why do you think Owen again prefers not to use names here?
(hint: "they" is deliberately depersonalised - why? Can you relate this to the opening's symbolism?)
