++ HOUSE DEBATING COMPETITION – general rules and arrangements ++
General

Motions for discussion will be tabled by the organizers. Teams will be allocated a side on which to argue for each debate.

Debates will be held in the main Room 7 over lunch from 12.45pm. The meetings should finish by 1.15pm. Support from the houses is strongly encouraged.

Debates

In order for the debate to proceed, four principal participants are required: 

- a proposer of the motion, accompanied by his second speaker; 

- an opposer of the motion, accompanied by his speaker.

A neutral student will act as the chairman of the meeting; a teacher will act as the time keeper and adjudicator. The meetings will last approximately 30 minutes. 
A preliminary vote will be held at the start of the meeting to determine the mood of the assembly on the proposition. 
After the introductions, each team will have approximately four minutes to sway the audience to their viewpoint. The principal speakers will go first, speaking for around two minutes each (depending on interruptions), followed by the other speakers who will each have two minutes to make their case. The other team may seek to interrupt/make clarifications twice in the first set of speeches and once in the second set of speeches.

Thereafter, the debate will be opened to the floor for approximately ten minutes to allow questions and points to be tabled by interested individuals. The teams will have the option to answer such points directly or to defer their response. 
Finally, each team will be given approximately two minutes (one minute for each speaker) to offer their concluding remarks. A vote will be then taken on the motion, compared to the initial poll, and the meeting will be concluded.

The adjudicator will take votes into account when judging the teams as well as his/her own notes. The adjudicator’s decision on the winner is final.

The winners of each round will play off in a knock out until the champions are decided. 
