	A) Summary and structure of the poem
	B) Key quotations and references from the poem
	C) Key techniques and/or vocab to discuss quotes
	C) Key context / interpretation: some vocabulary and further discussion
	Blessing

	Summary: We are dropped, in media res, into a parched, dry place where water is so scarce it has to be imagined. Suddenly, a pipe bursts and the people flock round with whatever vessels they can find (including their hands) to catch the water. The poem ends with children playing cheerfully in the spray. The title has religious connotations which are echoed several times in the poem, creating a sense of water as a source of life and salvation.
	Biographical: Dharker was born in Lahore, Pakistan. Her family moved to Glasgow when she was a baby. The main themes of Dharker's poetry include home, freedom, journeys, geographical and cultural displacement, communal conflict and gender politics. No specific place is named in the poem, but it is likely based on her experience of Dharvi, a migrant camp on the outskirts of Mumbai where water is scarce and temperatures often exceed 40 degrees. Dharker has said about Dharvi: “…when a pipe bursts or a water tanker goes past, there is always a child running behind trying to catch drips of water. Water is like currency, it’s like money. In a hot country in that kind of climate it’s like a gift. It really is very precious. When the water comes it’s like a god.”
	

	Stanza 1: A very brief stanza which introduces us to the scarcity of water in this unnamed place.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]“the skin cracks”

“never enough”
	An ambiguous noun. It could mean the dry, parched skin of someone’s lips, or the cracked ground after a prolonged drought.
Lack of water is a constant state.
	
	

	Stanza 2: She urges us to imagine the sound of water, which puts us in the shoes of the people in the poem. We can’t help but empathise with them and how it must feel to have so little water.
	“drip“ “splash”

“voice of a kindly god”


	These onomatopoeias evoke the sound of water, but in small quantities which may be all the people in the poem ever know.
The religious connotations of the title, Blessing, are found here, too, as the sound of water is metaphorically described as the words of a benevolent god.
	
	

	Stanza 3: The pace of the poem changes suddenly as a pipe bursts and people crowd around with vessels to catch the water. Dharker uses lots of references to money and precious things to emphasis how vital this water is.
	“sudden rush of fortune”
“silver crashes to the ground”
“roar of tongues”


“congregation”
	We take fresh water for granted, but here getting water is described like someone winning silver coins in a slot-machine jackpot. 
This synecdoche draws our attention again to sounds, in this case the hubbub of people jostling around the burst pipe trying to get as much water as they can. ‘Tongues’ also reminds us of their thirst.
More religious connotations here as the people are likened to a group of worshippers.
	
	

	
	
	
	Interpretation: A simple, narrative poem, but it reminds us how precious, valuable and life-saving water is, and how so many poor people in the world cannot depend on reliable sources of it. Adults clamour to get a bowlful or even a handful of the “silver”, while children gain huge pleasure and fun from playing in it.
	

	Stanza 4: The upbeat ending of the poem focuses on children enjoying themselves in the gushing water.
	“the liquid sun”

“the blessing sings over their small bones”
	This metaphor vividly describes the sight of water in sunlight. 
There is an echo of the title, and the vulnerable children are described as being blessed by this miracle of water, something we all take for granted daily.
	
	



