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	Half-caste

	Summary: A poem that challenges the intelligence and ignorance of those who use the term Half-Caste to describe someone who is mixed race. Agard does this through demanding an explanation of what is meant by this term, and by mocking and ridiculing ideas he supposes such individuals to have. He regains control of the prejudice against him by only agreeing to share his full story when they are more open minded.
	Biographical: Poet, playwright and writer of short stories, John Agard was born in 1949, in the South American country of Guyana, then part of the British Empire. He is mixed race (Carribbean father and Portuguese mother) and married to Guyanan born poet Grace Nicholls. His poems are written primarily for performance and it is worth watching a performance of Half-Caste on youtube.
	

	Part 1: Lines 1-3 Agard introduces the subject in a jokey way.
	‘Excuse me
Standing on one leg
I’m half-caste’
	By generating  a physically humorous image to start, Agard shows visually how ridiculous this expression is.
	
	

	Part 2: Lines 4-30 Agard uses a series of metaphors to suggest how ridiculous the meaning of half-caste is as an expression.
	‘yu mean tchaikovsky
Sit down at dah piano
an mix a black key
Wid a white key
Is a half-caste symphony/’
	Piano music uses a mixture of black and white keys, but people don’t call it half-caste or refer to it as half finished/made. Great composers wouldn’t create music without mixing colours together.
	Interpretation: Although divided into 5 sections here, you can read the poem as being written in 2 halves with the first sarcastically asking for an explanation of what is meant by the term ‘half-caste’ and the second from ‘Ah listening to you’ which turns to focus on the poet himself and what being referred to in this way means to him. In the first half Agard demolishes the use of the phrase and in the second attacks those who cannot see past his racial makeup. Humour is used throughout to encourage the reader to mock and ridicule those who use such a term and possibly realise and laugh at their own ignorance if they are guilty of using it to describe mixed race people.
The point is to see beyond the colour of someone’s skin and realise that describing an individual as effectively half-made is both offensive and ludicrous. The repetition of the imperative phrase ‘Explain yuself’ throughout the poem demands that individuals be accountable for the language they use to describe race.

	

	Part 3. Lines 31-46 Agard criticises ignorant individuals for being narrow minded.
	‘Ah lookin at yu wid de keen
half of mih eye’
	He extends the idea of being ‘half’ to the individual parts of his body to show how silly it is.
	
	

	Part 4: Lines 47-50 Agard invites them to return with a more open mind.
	‘but you must come back tomorrow 
wid de whole of yu eye…
an de whole of yu mind’
	The word ‘whole’ now replaces ‘half’ in the poem encouraging individuals to take a broader less narrow minded view and be open to the whole narrative of a person.
	
	

	Part 5: Lines 51-3 Agard offers to tell his whole story.
	‘an I will tell yu
De other half
Of my story’
	This takes the idea to its extreme and suggests that the poem itself is only half the story. The pronoun ‘my’ replaces ‘yu’ as he takes control of what he is prepared to share with others.
	
	


[bookmark: _GoBack]
