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	Half-past Two

	Summary: A boy at Primary school is given a detention by his strict teacher who then leaves him alone. He is told he can leave at half-past two but he is unable to read the clock and so waits for much longer. The teacher eventually returns and dismisses him.
	Biographical:  Fanthorpe was born in 1929. After getting her degree in English language and literature, she taught English at Cheltenham Ladies’ College for 16 years. Many of her poems are about children and teachers.
	

	Stanza 1 and 2: We learn the boy behaves badly and gets a detention; the narrator can’t remember what the bad deed was.
	“once upon a schooltime”
“Something Very Wrong”
“(I forget what it was)”
	The fairystory opening and the childish neologism establish the boy’s age.
The capitals emphasise the sternness of the teacher.
The divagation in parentheses suggests it can’t have been that bad.
	
	

	
	
	
	Interpretation: A major theme is the gap between childhood and adulthood; between innocence and experience. The teacher, presumably busy, let the boy slip her mind, perhaps just for an hour or so. For the boy this Time was a frightening, incomprehensible, endless thing he thought he would never escape.
The poem also explores how certain memories stay with us. The boy can’t remember what his bad behaviour was but will never forget the detention. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It also looks at how grown ups have solved all the quizzes and puzzles about how the world works, but children are still working it all out. This is why the boy has made up his own language of time and why the clock seems to him to be a difficult new language.
	

	Stanzas 3-5: We learn he knows lots of times, but he doesn’t understand Time.
	“gettinguptime”
“timeformykisstime”
“Time”
	The familiar, family times he does know are run together into cosy, compound neologisms which he calls “important times”.
The capital on Time suggests fear because he does not understand it. However, he is even more scared of the teacher so does not ask for help.
	
	

	Stanza 6: The boy stares at the clock but cannot make sense of its language.
	“little eyes and two long legs”
“couldn’t click its language”
	Childish personification of the clock’s numbers and moving hands.
Time is a foreign language to him; he just cannot understand it. The onomatopoeic “click” echoes the ticking of a clock.
	
	

	Stanzas 7 and 8: The time he waits alone seems to stretch into eternity as he has no way of measuring it.
	“out of reach of all the timefors”
“the silent noise his hangnail made”
	He is alienated from the times he knows and understands. He feels he will be there “for ever”.
In the silence and expanse of time, tiny things gain huge significance.
	
	

	Stanzas 9 and 10: The teacher returns and, without apology, tells him to leave.
	“I forgot all about you”
“she slotted him back into schooltime”
	Her words are italicised rather than in speech marks. They are polite but brusque.
To her this oversight was a minor thing, easily resolved.
	
	

	Stanza 11: The experience stays with the boy forever.
	“he escaped into the clockless land forever”
	Not understanding Time seems a very frightening and dangerous place.

	
	



