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	Hide and Seek

	Summary: This one stanza poem covers an hour or two in a boy’s life as he hides from his friends in a shed. A long time passes so eventually he leaves the shed, expecting his friends to hail him as the winner. Instead they have all left and it has gone dark.
	Biographical: Scannell was born in 1922 and grew up poor but developed passions for both poetry and boxing. He joined the army in 1940 but deserted after witnessing soldiers looting corpses and was imprisoned. Later he continued with boxing but soon settled into a writing career.
	

	Lines 1-8: He enters the shed, calls to his friends and then hides. The shed smells like the seaside, which is a positive image, but already there are some hints of discomfort and loneliness.
	“sacks smell like the seaside”
“this salty dark”
“when they come prowling in”
	The boy is excited, but the sibilance here already suggests something sinister and unsettling might happen.
The verb makes the seekers seem like stealthy animals adding to the tension and fear the boy feels.
	
	

	
	
	
	Narration: The poem is told from the boy’s POV, yet the pronouns are in the second person (“they’ll never find you…yes, here you are.”) It could be the poet’s voice, imagining the boy’s thoughts, or the boy’s own inner monologue.
	

	Lines 8-13: He waits perfectly still and in silence while the seekers move about outside. Then they leave.
	“”hushed…stumbles, mutters…scuffle”

“Stay dumb. Hide in your blindness”

	The repeated assonance here (uh) increases the sense that the seekers are dangerous and animalistic.
The boy is described as unwilling or unable to use key senses here which adds to the growing sense of his loneliness and isolation.
	
	

	
	
	
	Echoes: Phrases which occur early on and seem just a little discomforting are echoed near the end with a more sinister tone:
“smell like the seaside”/ ”the dark damp smell of sand moves in your throat”
“the floor is cold”/ “the cold bites through your coat”
“searching the bushes”/ “the bushes hold their breath”
“here they are” / “But where are they?”
	

	Lines 14-21: Convinced the seekers might return, he stays put. He imagines their puzzlement, but begins to realise he is getting very cold, stiff and damp.
	“the cold bites”
“You’re the winner”
	Personification makes the cold sound menacing.
The boy is still sure he has won the game.
	
	

	
	
	
	Interpretation: It could be a simple, narrative poem about a boy whose excitement turns to fear when he realises his friends have forgotten about him. It’s possible the piece is a metaphor about adult life: what excites and thrills us at first often disappoints and frightens us later on in life. Either way it cleverly evokes feelings of loneliness and isolation.
	

	Lines 22-27: He emerges from under the sacks and out into the garden. He expects victory but instead finds he is alone in the dark garden.
	“uncurl and stretch”
“where are they?”
“the darkening garden watches” “the bushes hold their breath”
	He makes himself physically full size again after being scrunched up, but inside he feels very small when he realises he has been abandoned by the seekers.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The surroundings are personified in a sinister way: is the garden hiding from him or seeking him?
	
	



