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	MY LAST DUCHESS

	Summary: The title establishes the voice of this dramatic monologue as a boastful Duke. Using this voice, Robert Browning gradually uncovers the Duke’s persona until we learn the shocking truth of how he dispatched the Duchess, together with his total lack of remorse.
	Biographical: Robert Browning (1812 – 1889) was an English poet and playwright whose mastery of the dramatic monologue made him one of the foremost Victorian poets. His poems are known for their irony, characterization, dark humour, historical settings, and challenging vocabulary and syntax. ‘My Last Duchess’ is probably his most famous poem today.
	

	Part 1: The Duke invites the envoy to admire the portrait of the Duchess. (l. 1-12)
	“my last Duchess”
“will’t please you sit”
“none puts by the curtain”
	The possessive pronoun and adjective combine to suggest her disposability. The setting of the painting is established.
	
	

	Part 2: The Duke reflects upon what he sees as her flirtatious nature (l. 13 - 31)
	“perhaps… perhaps…”
“how shall I say?”

	The adverb captures the Duke’s paranoia; The rhetorical q and caesura his superficial charm.
	Interpretation: This monologue is set in 1564 and is based on the real-life Duke Alfonso II who ruled the state of Ferrara in Italy during the latter half of the 16th century. In the poem, he is discussing his first wife Lucrezia de Medici who died under suspicious circumstances shortly after marrying the Duke.
What makes this poem so much more than a period piece is the beguiling and vivid voice of the Duke. Browning brilliantly captures the superficial charm of the sociopath in rhyming couplets. By casting us in the role of the envoy enquiring about the dowry for a new bride, he brings the reader intimately close. Dramatic irony is carefully used to allow us to see beneath the Duke’s veneer of respectability and discover the brutal truth he scarcely conceals.
In the modern era, cinema audiences have developed a similar fascination for the archetype of the serial killer. With his intention to remarry, the Duke reminds us that such personalities are nothing new under the sun. Like England’s own Henry VIII, the Duke’s behaviour illustrates the shocking power some men in the past possessed to dispatch their wives however they saw fit.
	

	Part 3: The Duke’s annoyance at his wife’s attitude grows. (l.31 - 45)
	“my gift of a nine-hundred-years-old name”
“I choose never to stoop”
	The Duke’s narcissism and pride become clear in these declarations: dramatic irony.
	
	

	Part 4: The Duke orders his wife’s death. (l. 45 - 47)
	“I gave commands”
“All smiles ceased together”

	His use of euphemism reveals a remorseless sociopath. Caesuras here adds emphasis.
	
	

	Part 5:  The Duke invites the envoy to return to the rest of the company. (l. 47 - 55)
	“Will’t please you rise?”
“smiles / alive / rise”

	[bookmark: _GoBack]His smooth etiquette following this admission indicts him; the assonance adds eloquence.
	
	

	Part 6: On the way, the Duke suggests he deserves an ample dowry. (l. 47 - 55)
	 “master’s… munificence”
“fair daughter’s self… 
is my object”
	His silver-tongued performance disturbs as he expects to abuse his patriarchal position further. 
	
	

	Partner Poems: Dramatic monologues for voice; themes of violence / death
	“Notice Neptune though” 
	His nonchalance is underlined by his continued boasting about other artworks.
	
	



