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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Summary: This poem describes how a singer’s performance leads the narrator to feel nostalgic when reliving memories from his childhood when he would sit underneath the piano as home as his mother played. The memories are bitter-sweet as they evoke both feelings of haunting grief for his mother and a sense of loss about a time when life was innocent and straightforward, coupled with comforting and happy memories that offer temporary relief from the pressures of adulthood.
	Biographical: David Herbert (D.H.) Lawrence was born in 1885 in a coal-mining town in Nottinghamshire, UK, where his father worked a s a miner. He died in 1930 from tuberculosis and is famous for both his novels and his poetry. Lawrence was devoted to his mother, who died of cancer when he was just 25 and this had a deep effect on him and links to ideas in the poem.
Despite the happy memories that are described at the start of the poem, Lawrence is emasculated by his longing for the past by the end and full of grief for the loss of his younger self and possibly his mother. It is as if he relives these memories in a negative way rather than just recalling them positively.
	

	Stanza 1: Lawrence creates a vivid vignette of a childhood memory and imagines himself looking at a view of himself as a boy watching his mother smiling and singing as she plays the piano.
	‘softly, in the dusk, a woman is singing to me;
Taking me back down the vista of years, till I see
A child sitting under the piano…’

	The sibilant effect creates a dream-like mood with ‘dusk’ a fitting visual description of a gentle half- light evoking a memory.  Use of enjambment reflects the reader being drawn into the scene as the narrator’s memory takes shape. The syntax slows the pace reflecting the memory emerging.
	
	

	Stanza 2: Lawrence is reluctant to allow his mind to access the memory as he knows it will bring him emotional pain and grief.
	‘In spite of myself, the insidious mastery of song
Betrays me back, …’



‘the heart of me weeps to belong…’
	The lexical pattern of trickery  and betrayal alters the tone as the narrator submits to the memory and feelings attached to it. The enjambment again suggests how powerless the narrator is to resist entering this past world of childhood innocence where he longs to exist again.
	Interpretation: The poem starts ‘softly’ with the meaning of the Italian musical term ‘piano’ and leads both narrator and reader back in time through a lexical pattern of sensory images to create a mainly aural appeal: singing, boom. tingling, hymns, tinkling. It is a lyric poem with 12 lines in 3 equal-length stanzas each containing a single, long sentence. The internal rhyme: tingling, strings, sings along with the monosyllabic longer stresses of the final word in each stanza: sings, guide, past give the poem a sense of melody and a steady rhythm reflecting the powerful nature of music to evoke memory.
	

	Stanza 3. This brings the reader sharply back to the present and the grief felt for a time and people who no longer exist.
	‘So now,…’

‘My manhood is cast 
Down in the flood of remembrance…’
	The temporal lexis ‘now’ reminds us that the present tense of stanza 1 was in fact a memory. 
The metaphorical ‘flood’ suggests that the memory is devastatingly overwhelming.
	
	

	Partner poems? 

	
	
	
	



