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	Summary: This sonnet’s title establishes the subject matter as well as the ambivalence which pervades it. Christina Rossetti appears to encourage the lover directly addressed to forget yet leaves more than a hint that she has mixed feelings about this outcome.
	Biographical: ‘Remember’, written by Christina Rossetti (1830-1894) when she was still a teenager, is a classic Victorian poem about mourning and remembrance. It was written in 1849 but not published until 1862 in Rossetti’s first volume, Goblin Market and Other Poems. She seems to imagine a future romantic relationship, but may have also been influenced by her father’s illness.
	

	Part 1: The narrator imagines her absence in the “silent land” of death. (l. 1-2)
	[bookmark: _GoBack]“Remember me” (d. address)
“far away”
“silent land”
	The adverb and echo focuses the distance of the metaphor, a euphemism for death, yet also a painful fate for a poet.
	
	

	Part 2: The loss of contact and a future together are emphasised next. (l. 3-6)
	“by the hand”
“half turn… turning”

	The sensory imagery adds to the loss of tactile contact; the polyptoton shows reluctance.
	Interpretation: This poem seems to be a largely imaginary exercise on the part of Rossetti, writing as a teenager before she embarked on her own romantic relationships. Her father’s prolonged illness may have also sparked her exploration of what it would feel like to lose a loved one. Interestingly, she would go on to refuse two marriage proposals so perhaps its sentiments did influence her.
All of this adds to the ambiguity of its voice and the mystery of its exact message. Perhaps it is because it so perfectly captures the ambivalence we might feel about a loved one moving on without us that it has endured as a much cherished sonnet. While we may wish to save our loved ones pain, it is a poignant fate for us to be totally forgotten.
Rossetti chooses the Petrarchan form of the sonnet, rather than the Shakespearean: the main difference is that the former avoids the resolution of a final rhyming couplet. Evidently, this is in keeping with the elegiac sadness which comes with contemplating death as well as the uncertainty of the narrator’s final feelings.
	

	Part 3: The hopelessness of prayer makes remembrance seem necessary. (l. 7-8)
	“the future you planned”
“only remember”

	A hint of control in the personal pronoun? Imperatives suggest commanding voice.
	
	

	Part 4: The narrator counsels her lover not to feel guilt at forgetting her. (l. 9-10)
	“Yet… do not grieve”
	The volta arrives with this connective; the imperatives show power of voice.
	
	

	Part 5:  The narrator tries to leave this last act of love behind. (l. 5)
	“darkness and corruption”
	An image which reminds of the decay of body while also suggesting betrayal of memory.
	
	

	Part 6: The child details two shocking alternatives in the world and its reaction (S.6-8)
	 “Better by far”

	This intensifier seems conclusive yet oddly echoes the earlier “far” of “silent land” 
	
	

	Perfect Partners: Sonnet 116 (love), Piano (memory)
	“you should remember
(and be sad).”
	Again, the modal verb and syntax seems to leave the listener with this reminder.
	
	



