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	THE TYGER

	Summary: William Blake crafts an awestruck portrait of this mystical creature marvelling first at the capabilities of its creator before questioning its motives. Exactly what the tyger itself represents is a matter of interpretation.
	Biographical: William Blake was a poet / engraver working in London during the onset of the Industrial Revolution. A true maverick, he questioned the establishment relentlessly – especially the hypocrisy of the institutional Church. He illustrated his own poems for many collections including the Songs of Innocence & Experience (1794) which included The Tyger. 
	

	Part 1: The poet unveils the terrifying and awe-inspiring sight of the creature. (S. 1)
	“Tyger, tyger”
“thy fearful symmetry?”
(first of 13/14 questions)
	The repetition and strong trochaic metre give the rhythm of a blacksmith at his anvil.
	
	

	Part 2: The poet considers the creation of such an awesome creature. (S. 2)
	“burning bright”
(evoking the orange stripes of the tyger)
	The plosive alliteration reinforces the tyger’s power and visual splendour.
	Interpretation: This poem was engraved on the reverse of the plate for The Lamb, its companion from the Songs of Innocence. While that poem is ironically reassuring in its answers to the child’s naïve questions, The Tyger is relentlessly questioning and confronts adult concerns on the problem of evil.
Critics have ranged widely in their interpretation of the poem. In terms of the political, the French Revolution had initially been a source of celebration to radicals like Blake in England. However, as the idealism of the early revolution was replaced by the totalitarianism of The Terror, its energy seemed much more troubling. The politician Edmund Burke referred to France as a ‘republic of tigers’.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Meanwhile, the Industrial Revolution was changing the face of English society with forces which shifted the country away from its more traditional agricultural base. Life would never be the same again: but would it truly be better?
Finally, Blake was deeply troubled by how a benevolent God could permit the suffering he witnessed daily on the streets of London.  
	

	Part 3. The imagery of creation shifts to the workshop / factory.  (S. 3-4)
	“deeps or skies”
“what wings / what the hand”
	The RQs here emphasise the bravery and the angelic / human form of the creator.
	
	

	Part 4: The poet makes a more explicit comparison to ‘The Lamb’. (S. 5)
	“what shoulder / what art”
“hammer / chain / furnace / anvil”
	The imagery of the Industrial Revolution pervades this section of the poem.
	
	

	Part 5:  The poet echoes his opening with one important shift in wording. (S. 6)
	“stars threw down their spears”
	This metaphor shifts the territory to the cosmic and metaphysical again.
	
	

	Partner poems? 

	 “Did he smile…?”
“… the Lamb make thee?”
	The RQs here have shifted to a more accusatory tone about the creation of the tyger.
	
	

	
	“dare frame…”
	The shift of the modal verb from capability to responsibility marks the poem’s climax.
	
	



