
GCSE Art & Design 
Unit 1: Portfolio	60% total marks
February 2020 – December 2020

Outline
You will begin this phase of the unit at the start of the Lent term 2020. You will carry out research and develop and refine ideas in response to the theme. You will experiment with a range of media, techniques and processes, and along with your preparatory work you will produce a series of experimental or ‘interim outcomes’ as well as final pieces that will form part of your final exhibition. 

Notes
You may respond to the theme using any media of your choice. The starting points are designed to help you consider a range of possible outcomes. You may use the suggestions to generate ideas as guidance to be followed closely or as background information to be set aside while you purse your own interpretations of the theme. You should discuss your ideas with your teacher who can give guidance as to the appropriateness of your plans and offer suggestions for artist research.

You must provide evidence that each of the four Assessment Objectives has been addressed.
The Assessment Objectives requires candidates to:
AO1: Contextual Understanding
Develop ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other sources, demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding. 
AO2: Creative Making
Refine ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate resources, media, techniques and processes.
AO3: Reflective Recording
Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to your intentions, in visual and other forms.
AO4: Personal Presentation
Present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating analytical and critical understanding and realising intentions.

Preparatory Studies
Your preparatory studies may include sketchbooks, notebooks, resource files, worksheets, large-scale rough studies, test pieces, maquettes, digital material… everything that fully shows your progress through the unit towards your outcomes.
Preparatory studies should show:
· Your development of a personal focus based on the theme
· A synthesis of ideas
· Evidence of your development and control of visual language skills
· Critical review and reflection, recording your thoughts, decisions and development of ideas
· The breadth and depth of your research from primary and contextual sources
· Appropriate use of contexts
· Relevant selection with visual and written analyses rather than copying and/or listing processes.

A Sense of Place

Artists, craftspeople and designers are sometimes inspired by their feeling for a particular place. Paul Cézanne made numerous paintings of Mont Sainte-Victoire, and John Piper made collages in response to his visits to the English coast. David Prentice follows in the tradition of Impressionist painters with his evocative studies of the Malvern Hills. Martin Parr is also drawn to the Seaside towns of the British Isles to document the special culture and atmosphere of those places (including Liberation Day in Guernsey). Other artists use photography, installation and video to explore how different surroundings affect people.
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Cezanne                      Piper                             Prentice               Parr

Places said to have a strong "sense of place" have a strong identity and character that is deeply felt by local inhabitants and responded to by artists. Many artists take inspiration from their immediate environment that strongly informs the direction of their work. Claude Monet made many paintings of his garden at Giverny. Pierre Bonnard used the interior of his house as the setting for many of his paintings. Patrick Heron was inspired by the landscape around his house in Cornwall. Gilbert & George use the area around their house in the East End of London as the inspiration for their large photographic pieces.
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Monet					    Bonnard	               Gilbert & George

Places have often been associated with art movements or styles of art. 
· In the early to mid-20th century a group of artists lived and worked in St Ives in Cornwall. These included: Barbara Hepworth, Terry Frost, Patrick Heron, Peter Lanyon, Ben Nicholson, Alfred Wallis, Bryan Wynter and John Wells. Loosely associated with this group although based in the SE of England the painter Ivon Hitchens developed a distinctive semi-abstract style, painting landscapes and interior views.
· Between 1911-1913 the Camden Town Group (London) were inspired by French Post Impressionism. They included: Walter Sickert, Harold Gillman, Spencer Gore, Lucien Pissaro and Augustus John.
· In London in the early 1950’s, the Independent Group were a group of artists, architects and critics met at the ICA to discuss new approaches to culture. Taking inspiration from popular culture and celebrating the ‘found object’, the group was a precursor to Pop Art. Artists included Edouardo Paolozzi, Nigel Henderson, Richard Hamilton and William Turnbull.
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Sense of place is a social phenomenon that exists independently of any one individual's perceptions or experiences, yet is dependent on human engagement for its existence. Such a feeling may be derived from the natural environment, but is more often made up of a mix of natural and cultural features in the landscape, and generally includes the people who occupy the place. The sense of place may be strongly enhanced by the place being written about by poets, novelists and historians. The events of history may play a big part in shaping the identity of a place. Could stories about the place you live or the events of the past, be a starting point for an investigation? The German artist Anslem Kiefer has made work in response to recent German history and in particular the holocaust.
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Kiefer			 Ruscha				      Myer
Places that lack a "sense of place" are sometimes referred to as "placeless" or "inauthentic." Placeless landscapes are those that have no special relationship to the places in which they are located—they could be anywhere. Roadside strip shopping malls, gas/petrol stations and convenience stores, fast food chains, and chain department stores are often cited as examples of placeless landscape elements. Even some historic sites or districts that have been heavily commercialised for tourism and new housing estates are sometimes defined as having lost their sense of place. Ed Ruscha produced books documenting ‘26 gasoline Stations’ and ‘Every Building on the Sunset Strip’. The British photographer John Myers made what he called ‘boring photographs’ documenting empty streets, TV sets in living rooms and electricity sub stations (he also created a series of portraits of people in their own homes that are objective but insightful). The Caravan Gallery photographers (photographing the way we live today) focus on the humorous and ‘less attractive’ areas of the places they visit in order to record an alternative view of those places. What can the boring and mundane tell us more about our real lives? We all see the world in different ways and are drawn to different aspects of the world we live in. 
Teenagers often decorate their bedrooms in a way that expresses their personality or identifies them with a specific youth culture – fashion, music, sport etc. The photographer Adrienne Salinger made a series of photographs documenting teenagers in their bedrooms. Could your bedroom become a source of inspiration for your project?
The special bond which develops between children and their childhood environments has been called a ‘primal landscape’ by human geographers. This childhood landscape forms part of people’s identity and constitutes a key point of comparison for considering subsequent places later in life. Revisiting places that were important to you when you were younger might be a good place to initiate a project to do with memory and experience. British sculptors Richard Long and Andy Goldsworthy make site specific works in the landscape often using found materials from that place to create the art work.
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Groups of people in different cultures and times in history have developed their own distinct style of image making and iconography. Myan, Aztec, American Indian and African art styles communicate ideas to do with the beliefs and experiences of those people and cultures. Many artists have been influenced by tribal art of this kind including Pablo Picasso (Cubism) and Marcel Janco (Dada). 

Research appropriate sources and produce your own work inspired by Sense of Place.
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/pcez/hd_pcez.htm Cezanne
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/john-piper-1774 Piper
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2014/jun/02/painting prentice
https://www.martinparr.com/ Parr
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/artists/claude-monet Monet
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/pierre-bonnard-781 Bonnard
http://www.gilbertandgeorge.co.uk/ gilbert & George
http://barbarahepworth.org.uk/st-ives/   Hepworth
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/1999/mar/22/guardianobituaries.michaelmcnay   Heron
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/2003/sep/03/guardianobituaries.artsobituaries1   Frost
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/art/art-features/8080467/Peter-Lanyon-glider-who-deserves-to-fly-higher.html   Lanyon
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/1351297/John-Wells.html   Wells
http://www.portlandgallery.com/artist/Ivon_Hitchens/bio   Hitchens
http://www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-st-ives/ben-nicholson-walking-tour-st-ives  Nicholson / St Ives
http://www.tate.org.uk/about/projects/camden-town-group  Camden Town Group
http://independentgroup.org.uk/contributors/index.html   Independent group
https://www.gagosian.com/artists/anselm-kiefer Kiefer
http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/focus_ruscha/   Ruscha
http://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/2012/apr/04/john-myers-best-shot-photography   Myers
http://britishphotohistory.ning.com/profiles/blogs/john-myers-and-the-1970s   Myers (video)
http://www.thecaravangallery.co.uk/   Caravan gallery
http://www.adriennesalinger.com/   Adrienne Salinger
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/cube/hd_cube.htm   Picasso / Cubism
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EqkIJ0odFxA&list=PL9EA2F2E91373F46C   Dada (Video)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JD2Ai_BECbg	Long


Forms and Structures

Every living thing has a structure. Human beings, mammals and fish have skeletons - attached to these are muscles and tendons - that together give us our shape. Looking much closer, each cell has a structure and within them molecules. Sea creatures like lobster, crab and molluscs have amazing exoskeletons. Insects when looked at closely have strange and complex structures.
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Martin		        Weber 				     Duffy                  Smith

Plants and trees are equally fascinating and in addition to their basic structure produce flowers, fruits and seedpods including fir cones and nuts. Within the natural world there are many places to looks for inspiration. Pebbles on the beach, shaped over time, are endlessly fascinating and can suggest ideas for ceramic forms or sculpture. Crystal structures, rock formations and cliff faces are formed and shaped by nature, slowly changing over time.

The built environment that surrounds us is a potentially rich source of artistic inspiration. The complex forms and structures in and around building sites or the Gothic structures and spaces within churches and cathedrals offer strong starting points. The cranes that service our harbours and the telecommunication towers that are a vital part of our infrastructure are monumental in scale and could inspire sculptural constructions. The German war defenses are Brutalist additions to our costal landscape that constantly remind us of our island’s past and the trauma of conflict.  Townscapes, architectural details and views over roofs and chimneys might inspire compositions, designs or sculptural forms.

Local architects SOUP design cutting edge, modernist buildings and were shortlisted for the RIBA house of the year in 2018.
https://www.architecture.com/awards-and-competitions-landing-page/awards/riba-regional-awards/riba-south-east-award-winners/2018/oatlands-close

[image: ]  [image: ]

[image: ]   [image: \\svr02.elc.gg\Folder Redirection\ststephensa03\Pictures\Artists\Architectural Sculpture\6ab8fe4ec32bc5525322c34a76650aef.jpg]  
Phyllida Barlow	
[image: ]    [image: ]
Swoon							                 Katie Bell

Street Art is now an international art movement. Artists associated with this style generally make work specifically for or inspired by a place. The artist Swoon has made a series of floating sculptures out of junk and discarded materials. Part boat and part cityscape, Swoon hopes they will communicate a sense of freedom and ask questions about the way we live.
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Fautrier		 Hesse				Serra
   
Links
http://tensegrity.wikispaces.com/Martin,+Arnoldhttp://www.artinamericamagazine.com/news-opinion/the-market/2009-06-03/swoons-swimming-cities-crashes-the-venice-biennale/   Martin 
https://www.widewalls.ch/artist/ann-weber/ Weber
http://www.a-mgallery.com/artist/duffy/duffy-cv.html Caroline Duffy
http://www.swimmingcities.org/   Swoon
https://www.hauserwirth.com/artists/50/phyllida-barlow/images-clips/ Barlow
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2016/apr/28/phyllida-barlow-artist-success-2017-venice-biennale Barlow
https://www.turnercontemporary.org/exhibitions/phyllida-barlow-artists-rooms Barlow
http://www.thisiscolossal.com/2014/06/wire-birds-celia-smith/  Celia Smith
http://abstractcritical.com/note/john-carter-between-painting-and-sculpture/ - John Carter

[bookmark: _GoBack]Identity 

Feel free to use any idea or adapt / change it to suit yourself. Reference artists are just a guide, the potential for finding connections with other artists is endless.

Painting / Printmaking
· Make a series of expressive portrait paintings / prints exploring ideas about identity. Reference: Shani-Rhys James, Egon Schiele, Ernst Ludwig Kirchner, Expressionism etc.
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 Rhys-James                                     Schiele                                Kirchner

http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/arts/sites/shani-rhys-james/
http://www.moma.org/interactives/exhibitions/1997/schiele/artistwork.html
http://www.bruecke-museum.de/englkirchner.htm

· Develop ideas for paintings / prints using your own or found photographs that explore ideas surrounding authenticity, celebrity, advertising, body image, politics etc. Reference: Peter Blake (British); Andy Warhol (USA); Robert Rauschenberg USA; Gerhard Richter (German) Elizabeth Peyton (Bitish); Marlene Dumas (French); Liu Xiaodong (Chinese) etc
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Blake                      Richter                                                            Peyton

http://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/2006/jan/21/art   Blake
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/blake-self-portrait-with-badges-t02406 Blake
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/richter-48-portraits-ar00025 Richter
http://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/2009/apr/08/artist-elizabeth-peyton


· Make expressive, personal paintings inspired by the strong graphic style and childlike vision associated with the art of Jean-Michel Basquiat (USA), and Jean Dubuffet (French)
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Basquiat                                        Dubuffet

http://basquiat.com/ Basquiat
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2017/event/basquiat-boom-for-real Basquiat
http://www.theartstory.org/artist-dubuffet-jean.htm

· Make formal figurative paintings based on observation – drawings and / or photographs. Reference: Lucien Freud (British); Edgar Degas, David Hockney etc.
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Freud                                Degas                                Hockney

http://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/2012/feb/05/lucian-freud-portraits-review
http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/artists/hilaire-germain-edgar-degas
http://www.npg.org.uk/assets/migrated_assets/docs/learning/digital/NPGTeachersNotes_Hockney.pdf

Sculpture
· Develop ideas for figurative sculpture that communicate feelings or ideas about the human condition. Reference: Constantin Brancusi (Romanian); Alberto Giacometti (Swiss); Eduardo Paolozzi (British); Cesar (French); Elizabeth Frink (British); Richier (French); Picasso (Spanish) etc.
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Brancusi                        Paolozzi            Giacometti                        Picasso

https://www.guggenheim.org/artwork/artist/constantin-brancusi  Brancusi
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/paolozzi-cyclops-t00225    Paolozzi 
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/works-of-art/1999.363.22    Giacometti
https://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/1505    Picasso

· Investigate monuments – how societies celebrate, remember, signify, commemorate events and collective experiences in the form of public sculptures. Reference: Reg Butler (British) Monument to the Unknown Political prisoner; Valadimir Tatlin (Russian) Monument to the Third Inrenational; Rachel Whiteread (British) House
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Butler                                 	         Tatlin                                              Whiteread

http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/butler-working-model-for-the-unknown-political-prisoner-t02332   Butler
http://www.bbc.co.uk/archive/sculptors/12801.shtml  Butler
https://www.moma.org/interactives/exhibitions/2012/inventingabstraction/?work=226   Tatlin
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/rachel-whiteread-2319/five-things-know-rachel-whiteread    Whiteread
http://www.artangel.org.uk/projects/1993/house   Whiteread



Film / Video
· Investigate video art by Tracey Emin or Gillian Wearing and make a personal film exploring personal ideas, an event in your life or your relationship with a family member.
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Emin                                                Wearing                   Wearing  

http://www.saatchi-gallery.co.uk/artists/tracey_emin.htm
http://www.turnercontemporary.org/exhibitions/tracey-emin-she-lay-down-deep-beneath-the-sea
http://www.whitechapelgallery.org/exhibitions/gillian-wearing
http://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/2012/mar/04/gillian-wearing-whitechapel-gallery-feature
                                                  
Some associated ideas
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Identity synonyms 

Condition of being specified person or thing; absolute sameness; individuality, personality
Noun; sameness, oneness; unity; authenticity; oneself, myself; 
Adj. identical, same; one and the same; one and only; identified with, indistinguishable; invariable; constant; unchangeable; homogenous, monolithic; uniform
Verb; be identical, show no difference; coincide, coalesce, merge, be one with, sink ones identity; identify, treat as one, not distinguish, not discriminate; assimilate, match; liken; classify; name.




Responding to a theme

Initial responses
Have you read through the whole briefing sheet and explored some of the links to artists or ideas that interest you?

· Now write a shortlist of ideas/starting points that could be the focus of your Personal Portfolio. 
· Try creating mind-maps based on a few of your ideas.
· Think hard about how & where you would carry out your first-hand recording – it is important that you have access to first-hand visual information.
· Narrow down your ideas to those that are most personal to you, that you feel you would enjoys exploring in depth - and that you feel enthusiastic about.
· Record evidence of all these thought process in you sketchbook.

Personal Response
Now choose one idea or area of focus. Here are some ways that you can begin to explore your theme:

· Research into the work of other artists – first by using the links provided and then by generating you own leads. Exhibition/gallery visits are the best way of engaging with artists’ work. Books are great for detail. The Internet is really useful – but make sure you visit ‘Good’ sites such as Art galleries, serious dedicated art websites and blogs. Look for artists that have a strong record of exhibition in known galleries and have articles or publications written about them.
· Generate first-hand source material by drawing, photography, video and/or sound recording – or collecting objects or other materials. Keep your response to the theme firmly in mind. This is a visual enquiry – so be proactive, think like a detective looking for information. Try to keep the quality of recording high – so photographs should be well composed, correct exposure and in focus etc. get up close to your subject matter to record detail and texture etc. Take time with drawings.
Document all your research in your sketchbook or resources file as appropriate. This will include images, information and ideas. Keep both the sketchbook and file well-organised, interesting to look at and only the highest quality work that you can achieve. Everything will be assessed that the end of the unit.

Good luck with this vital first stage of the project. Be self-aware – if you are not enjoying it and really enthusiastic about your chosen idea and the art you are going to make in response to the theme – you probably need to think again!
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